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John’s Gospel
Lesson 1: Who is Jesus?	John 1:1-18
Read verses 1-5 and 14. The Deity of Christ is the issue in these verses. 
The opening section of John’s gospel expresses the most profound truth in the universe in the clearest terms. Though easily understood by a child, John’s spirit-inspired words convey a truth beyond the ability of the greatest minds in human history to fathom: the eternal, infinite God became a man in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ. The glorious, incontrovertible truth that in Jesus the divine “Word became flesh” (1:14) is the theme of John’s Gospel.
The deity of the Lord Jesus is an essential, nonnegotiable tenet of the Christian faith. Several lines of biblical evidence flow together to prove conclusively that He is God.
First, the direct statements of Scripture affirm that Jesus is God… 
Second, Jesus Christ receives titles elsewhere in Scripture given to God… 
Third, Jesus Christ possesses the incommunicable attributes of God, those unique to Him. Scripture reveals Christ to be eternal… omnipresent… omniscient… omnipotent… immutable… sovereign… and glorious… 
Fourth, Jesus Christ does the works that only God can do… 
Fifth, Jesus Christ received worship‚… even though He taught that only God is to be worshiped… 
Finally, Jesus Christ received prayer, which is only to be addressed to God… 
Verses 1-18, the prologue to John’s presentation of the deity of Christ, are a synopsis or overview of the entire book. John clearly defined his purpose in writing his gospel in 20:31–that his readers “may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the son of God; and that believing [they] may have life in His name.” 
The reality that Jesus is God, introduced in the prologue, is expounded throughout the book by John’s careful selection of claims and miracles that seal the case…[footnoteRef:1]    [1:  John MacArthur, Jr., The MacArthur New Testament Commentary John 1-11, (Chicago: Moody Press, 2006). 13-15.
] 

Who is the Word (Philippians 2:6; Colossians 2:9)? 
Who was He with in the beginning?     
What do you think John means that He was with God? (Hint: “In His eternal preexistence the Word was with God. The English translation does not bring out the full richness of the Greek expression (pros ton theon). That phrase means far more than merely that the Word existed with God; it ‘[gives] the picture of two personal beings facing one another and engaging in intelligent discourse’“ (W. Robert Cook, The Theology of John [Chicago: Moody, 1979], 49.)[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Ibid. 17.	
] 

Why do you think John chose to use the word, “Word” (logos in the Greek) to 
describe the Son? 
The concept of the Word (logos) is one imbued with meaning for both Jews and Greeks. To the Greek philosophers, the logos was the impersonal, abstract principle of reason 
and order in the universe. It was in some sense a creative force, and also the source of wisdom. The average Greek may not have fully understood all the nuances of meaning with which the philosophers invested the term logos. Yet even to layman the term would have signified one of the most important principles in the universe.
To the Greeks, then John presented Jesus as the personification and embodiment of the logos. Unlike the Greek concept, however, Jesus was not an impersonal source, force, principle, or emanation. In Him, the true logos who was God became a man—a concept foreign to Greek thought.
But logos was not just a Greek concept. The word of the Lord was also a significant Old Testament theme, well-known to the Jews. The word of the Lord was the expression of divine power and wisdom…
John presented Jesus to his Jewish readers as the incarnation of divine power and revelation…[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Ibid. 16-17] 

What was Jesus doing in the beginning (Genesis 1:1; Colossians 1:16-17; and 
Hebrews 1:2)?
What do you think the phrase, “in him was life,” means (John 3:16; 4:13-14; 7:37-39)? Life is one of the most important themes in the gospel of John. It refers to spiritual life rather than physical life. 
How is the “life” the “light” of men (Psalm 119:105; 1 Corinthians 2:14; 
2 Corinthians 4:4)? (Hint: Think of light as truth revealed or spiritual understanding.)
Displaying yet again his Spirit-inspired economy of words, John in these two brief verses summarized the incarnation. Christ, the embodiment of life and the glorious, eternal Light of heaven, entered the sin-darkened world of men, and that world reacted in various ways to Him.
The themes life and Light are common in John’s gospel. Zoe (life) refers to spiritual life as opposed to bios, which describes physical life (cf. 1 John 2:16). Here, as in 5:26, it refers primarily to Christ having life in Himself. Theologians refer to that as aseity, or self-existence. It is clear evidence of Christ’s deity, since only God is self-existent.
This truth of God’s and Christ’s self-existence—having life in themselves—is foundational to our faith. All that is created can be said to be “becoming,” because nothing created is unchanging. It is essential to understand that permanent, eternal, non-changing being or life is distinct from all that is becoming. “Being” is eternal and the source of life for what is “becoming.” That is what distinguishes creatures from the Creator, us from God…
Genesis 1:1 establishes this fundamental reality with the statement, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” Because it is the most important truth in the Bible, it is the one most assaulted. Unbelievers know that to be rid of creation is to be rid of a Creator. And to be rid of God leaves men free to live in whatever way they want, with no judgment.
The whole universe falls into the category of “becoming” because there was a point when it did not exist. Before existence it was the self-existent eternal being—the source of life—God, who is pure, self-existent being, pure life, and never becoming anything. All creation receives its life from outside, from Him, but He derives His life from within Himself, depending on nothing for His life. There was a point when the universe did not exist. There was never a point when God did not exist. He is self-existence, life, “I am who I am” (Exodus 3:14). He is from everlasting to everlasting. Acts 17:28 rightly says: “In Him we live and move and exist.” We cannot live or move or be without His life. 
But He always lived and moved and been.
This is the purest ontological description of God—and to say Jesus is the life is to say 
the most pure truth about the nature of God that He possesses… 
While it is appropriate to make some distinction between life and light, the statement the life was the Light halts any disconnect between the two. In reality, John is writing that life and light cannot be separated. They are essentially the same, with the idea of light emphasizing the manifestation of the divine life. The life was the Light is the same construction as “the Word was God” (v. 1). As God is not separate from the Word, 
but the same in essence, so life and light share the same essential properties.[footnoteRef:4]   [4:  Ibid. 21-22.
] 

Verse 5 can literally be translated, “And the light keeps on shining in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome it or understood it.” Warren Wiersbe states that 
“The Greek verb can mean “to overcome” or “to grasp, to understand.” Explain how darkness can not overcome or understand light in both a physical and spiritual sense (Matthew 11:12; 2 Corinthians 2:14).
Read verses 6-13. 
The abrupt change of subject from the exalted Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal, self-existent creator God (vv. 1-5), to a mere man sent from God, is striking. There came is actually “there appeared,” indicating the shift from the heavenly Word to His earthly herald. After describing the Word who was God, John turned to the one who announced that the Word was God. That herald’s name was John the Baptist. (John the apostle does not name himself in his gospel, so every time the name John appears, it refers to the Baptist [except to four references to Peter’s father; 1:42; 21:15, 16, 17].)… 
John was the first true prophet (Matthew 14:5; 21:26) to appear in Israel in 400 years, and 
his bold, confrontive preaching created a sensation. Mark 1:5 describes his enormous impact by reporting how “all the country of Judea was going out to him, and all the people of Jerusalem; and they were being baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins” (cf. Matthew 3:5-6). He was to prepare the hearts of the people for the Messiah; therefore, 
he fearlessly confronted sin and called for repentance‚…[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  Ibid. 28-29.] 

Who is this man that was sent by God and what was his sole purpose in life (Isaiah 40:3; Matthew 3:1-6; Luke 3:2-3; John 1:19-23)? 
John testified concerning the light. What should we also be doing in regard to the light (Matthew 28:19-20; John 4:28-29)? 
When is the last time you shared the “good news” with another person? 
What is the good news (John 3:16)?
John writes this truth in verse 9: “The true light that gives light to every man was coming in to the world.” What does this truth mean (Romans 1:18-20; 2:14-15)?
In verse 10, what irony do you see?
Who did Jesus come to and what was their response?
The world for the most part rejected Christ. Why do you think the world (the Jews) did not receive Him (John 5:39-40; 2 Corinthians 4:3-4)?
Verse 12 is arguably one of the most important verses in the Bible. 
What privilege is given to those who receive Jesus?
What does it mean to believe in something (example: a doctor’s advice)?
Are all people God’s children? If not, then how does one become a child of God?
What word is equated with the word “believed” in this verse and what do these two words mean to you?
Read Romans 10:9-10 and Ephesians 1:13-14. Explain the difference between 
“head knowledge” and “personal trust.”
Read James 2:19. What is the similarity between these demons and many in 
America who claim to believe in God?
What do the following phrases mean to you?
born of natural descent (“not of blood” NASV)
born of human decision (“nor of the will” NASV)
born of a husband’s will (“nor of the flesh” NASV)
born of God (“but of God” NASV)
Read verses 14-18. 
Verse 14 is the most concise biblical statement of the Incarnation, and therefore one of Scripture’s most significant verses. The four words used with which it begins, the Word became flesh, express the reality that in the Incarnation God took on humanity; the infinite became finite; eternity entered time; the invisible became visible (cf. Colossians 1:15); the Creator entered His creation. God revealed Himself to man in the creation (Romans 1:18-20), the Old Testament Scriptures (2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21), and, supremely and most clearly, in Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-2). The record of His life and work, and its application and significance for the past, present, and future, is in the New Testament.
The concept of the Word was one rich in meaning for both Greeks and Jews. John here clearly stated what he implied earlier in the prologue: Jesus Christ, God’s final Word to mankind (Heb. 1:1-2), became flesh. Sarx (flesh) does not have here the negative moral connotation that it sometimes carries (e.g., Romans 8:3-9; 13:14; Galatians 5:13, 16-17, 19; Ephesians 2:3), but refers to man’s physical being (cf. Matthew 16:17; Romans 1:3; 1 Corinthians 1:26; 2 Corinthians 5:16; Galatians 1:16; Ephesians 5:29; Philippians 1:22). 
That He actually became flesh affirms Jesus’ humanity.[footnoteRef:6]        [6:  Ibid. 39.] 

What does this verse tell us that God did through His Son, Jesus (Philippians 2:5-8; Hebrews 1:1-3)?
What do you think it means that He came full of “grace” and “truth?”


Charles Wesley expresses well the wonder of the Incarnation (God became a man!) in his hymn “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.”
			Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
			Hail th’incarnate Deity
			Pleased as man with men to dwell,
			Jesus our Emmanuel.
What divine attribute of the Son do you see in verse 15 (John 8:58)?
The law was provided by God through His servant Moses. Can anyone earn eternal life by obeying the law (Romans 2:20)? Why not (Romans 3:23)?
How does one attain salvation according to Ephesians 2:8? 
Define grace.
According to verse 18, who is at the Father’s side (Give the exact phrase used 
in this verse)?
Who is Jesus?
What was Jesus’ purpose in coming into this world according to the last phrase 
in verse 18?
God, who cannot be known unless He reveals Himself, became most fully known because Jesus explained [made him known] Him. Jesus is the explanation of God. He is the answer to the question, “What is God like?” In John 14:7-9, Jesus declared that truth to His obtuse disciples:
“If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on you know Him, and have seen Him.” Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?”
Jesus is the only qualified to exegete or interpret God to man, since “no one knows the Son except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him? (Matthew 11:27).
The prologue presents an introductory synopsis of John’s entire gospel. It introduces themes that will be expanded throughout the rest of the book. None are more important than this: Jesus, who existed in intimate fellowship with the Father from all eternity 
(v. 1), became flesh (v. 14), brought the full expression of grace and truth to mankind 
(v. 17), and revealed God to man (v. 18). How He did so will be seen in the remainder 
of John’s gospel.[footnoteRef:7]  [7:  Ibid. 46.] 

Read in Be Alive pages 9-16.
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