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John’s Gospel
Lesson 3: What is God Like? (Part 1)	John 2:1-11
From last week’s reading, 
Warren Wiersbe states that the message of the Bible can be summed up by what 
title of Jesus?
The title, “Son of Man, was one of our Lord’s favorite titles for Himself. Of what 
two attributes does this title speak?
Wiersbe states that the witness of this entire chapter, John 1, is clear. What is 
this witness?
Read John 2:1-11. 
The miracles of Jesus constitute one of the most powerful and convincing proofs of His deity (3:2; cf. Matthew 11:1-5; Acts 2:22). In keeping with his theme of presenting Jesus as the incarnate God-man, John catalogs eight miraculous signs that He performed. That list is, of course, by no means exhaustive; there were certainly many occasions when He did more than eight miracles in one day. Out of the countless miracles that Christ performed (cf. 20:30; 21:25), John selected these eight as examples that prove His deity. It is not the quantity of miracles that matters, or God would have given than number. It is the quality of every miracle, as a supernatural act, that proves who Jesus is. This passage describes the first of those eight miracles, which was also the first miracle Jesus did at the outset of His public ministry (which John records in chapters 2-12).[footnoteRef:1] [1:  John MacArthur, Jr., The MacArthur New Testament Commentary John 1-11, (Chicago: Moody Press, 2006). 76-77.] 

John is marking time for us as he lays out for us this first week of the Lord’s public ministry (cf. 1:29, 35, 43). This phrase the third day refers back to the day Jesus called Philip and Nathanael to follow him. Throughout John’s gospel, he makes it clear that Jesus is on a divine schedule. Where is Cana located?
What clue does John give that Jesus’ mother must have been very close to the 
groom’s family?
What expression on the part of Jesus signaled a major change in his relationship with his mother from this time forward?
Woman was a polite, but not intimate, form of address (cf. 4:21; 19:26; 20:13, 15; Matthew 15:28; Luke 13:12), much like the English word “Ma’am.” “What does that have to do with us?” [NASV] (lit., “What to me and to you?”) is an idiomatic expression, which asks rhetorically what the two parties in question have in common, and has the effect of distancing them. The statement, coupled with Jesus’ addressing Mary as “Woman” instead of  “Mother,” politely but firmly informed her that what they had in common in their relationship was no longer to be what it had been while He was growing up in Nazareth. His public ministry had begun, and earthly relationships would not determine His actions. Mary was to relate to Him no longer as her son, but as her Messiah, the Son of God, and her Savior (cf. Matthew 12:47-50; Mark 3:31-35; 
Luke 11:27-28).[footnoteRef:2]	 [2:  Ibid. 79-80.] 

Read the following passages: Matthew 26:18, 45; Mark 1:15; John 2:4; 7:6-8, 30; 8:20; 12:23, 27; 13:1; 17:1; 19:30; Romans 5:6; Galatians 4:4; and, Ephesians 1:10. (Challenge Question) Explain why a time table for the Messiah was so important to God and link it back to Daniel 9:24-26?
From verse 5, why do you think Mary had so much confidence in her son (Luke 1:26-35; 2:25-39, 52)?
Using this verse, how would you define belief?
Read John 7:17. How can one come to know if God’s Word is really true?
Obedience and belief are connected like a circle. Explain? (Hint: how does one lead to the other?)
What do you think happened to the faith of the servants as they obeyed Jesus?
Read Psalm 18:27; Proverbs 3:34; Isaiah 29:19; I Corinthians 1:26-29; James 2:5. Contrast the rich young man of Matthew 19:16-24 with these servants. More often than not, who is more open to the gospel message, the rich or the poor? Why (Mark 4:1-20)?
Refer to verses 3-10. 
What was the main problem at this wedding banquet?
A wedding was a major social event in first-century Palestine, and the celebration could last as long as a week. Unlike the modern weddings, which are traditionally paid for by the bride’s family, the groom was responsible for the expenses of the celebration. The wedding marked the culmination of the betrothal period. During that period, which often lasted for several months, the couple was considered legally man and wife (Matt. 1:18-19 refers to Joseph as Mary’s husband during their betrothal period), and only a divorce could terminate the betrothal  (cf. Matthew 1:19). They did not, however, live together or consummate the marriage during that period (cf. Matthew 1:18). On the night of the ceremony (usually a Wednesday), the groom and his friends would go to the bride’s house. They would then escort her and her attendants to the groom’s house, where the ceremony and banquet would be held (cf. Matthew 25:1-10). The whole celebration ended with the actual wedding…
Wine was the staple drink in the ancient Near East. Due to the warm climate and the lack of any means of refrigeration or purification, fruit juice tended to ferment. The result was an alcoholic beverage with the capability of inducing drunkenness. To help avoid the risk of inebriation, wine was commonly diluted with water to one-third to one-tenth of its strength. Though the Bible does not forbid drinking wine, and in some cases commends it (e.f., Psalm 104:14-15; Proverbs 31:6; Jerermiah 31:12; 1 Timothy 5:23), it strongly condemns drunkenness (Genesis 9:20-27; Deuteronomy 21:20-21; Proverbs 20:1; 23:29-35; Romans 13:13, 1 Corinthians 5:11; 6:10; Galatians 5:21; Ephesians 5:18; 1 Timothy 3:3, 8; Titus 1:7; 2:3; 1 Peter 4:3)…
A major crisis loomed at the wedding celebration when the wine ran out because the supply was insufficient. Such an embarrassing faux pas could have stigmatized the couple and their families for the rest of their lives. It could even have left the groom and his family open to a lawsuit by the bride’s family for failing to meet their responsibilities. Thus, Jesus’ turning water into wine was not a sensational miracle, designed only to amaze His audience with His power. All of His miracles met specific needs, such as opening blind eyes or deaf ears, delivering those oppressed by demons, feeding hungry people, or calming a threatening storm. This miracle met the genuine need of the family and their guests, who otherwise faced a social catastrophe.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Ibid. 77-79.] 

		
What did Jesus instruct the servants to do?
What happened to the water?
What was the response of the master of the banquet?
What was the quality of this wine and of what might this symbolize (John 10:10)?
Read Ephesians 3:16-20. 
Explain in your own words what the love of Christ is like.
Wide
Long
High
Deep
What is the greatest example of Christ’s love for us (Romans 5:8)?
What is God able to do for us according to Ephesians 3:20?
Have you experienced the love of Christ?
If not, how can one experience God’s love?


Read verse 11. 
What does John call this miracle?
What does John mean by this term?
What was the purpose of this miraculous sign?
What was the result?
Jesus’ signs were not simply powerful displays of compassion, but were designed to reveal who He really was, since they unmistakably manifest God at work (cf. 2:23; 3:2; 4:54; 6:2, 14; 7:31; 9:16; 20:30; Acts 2:22). Signs, miracles, and wonders nevertheless do not necessarily convince people to believe in the Lord and the gospel (2:23-25; 12:37; 15:24; Matthew 11:20-24; 13:58; Luke 16:31). There is no record that any of the servants who witnessed Jesus’ turning the water into wine followed Him (cf. 2:12). Amazingly, Jesus seems to have left Cana with only the disciples who came there with Him, despite having performed a miracle, the likes of which had not happened since God created flour and oil in the days of Elijah and Elisha (1 Kings 17:8-16; 2 Kings 4:1-7). The obvious deduction that He was the Messiah escaped them; they saw the sign, but missed what it pointed to. As he does with all unbelievers, Satan “blinded [their] minds…so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God” 
(2 Corinthians 4:4). This incident was another tragic illustration of the truth of Jesus’ saying, “A prophet has no honor in his own country” (4:44; cf. Matthew 13:58).[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Ibid. 83.] 


Does God require blind faith?
If you argue that God does not require blind faith, what has God provided for mankind to engender faith (Psalm 19:1-4; Romans 1:20; 2:14-15; 10:17; Luke 1:1-4; John 5:36-39; 6:14; 7:17; 10:25, 32, 38;  1 John 1:1-3)?
What has God done personally for you to enable you to believe?
“Faith is a response to that which is revealed or known. It does not bring us new information. It acts on the information provided. Hebrews 11:1 states, “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” Faith deals with what is not seen, and not what is not known. It is the substance (confidence, assurance) of things hoped for. It is this faith that gives us confidence in what is not seen. There is no faith where there is no revelation. The elements of biblical faith are knowledge and active commitment. That is, assent to the Truth and trust in the Truth. Faith always needs an object and it is the object that gives sufficiency to faith.” Bruce A. Little, D. Min, Ph. D.
“Reason lifts the object of our faith beyond doubt.” Augustine
“Understanding is the reward of faith. Therefore, seek not to understand that thou mayest believe, but believe that thou mayest understand.” Augustine
“The Bible recognizes no faith that does not lead to obedience, nor does it recognize any obedience that does not spring from faith. The two are opposite sides of the same coin.” 
A. W. Tozer 
“Little faith will bring your soul to heaven, but great faith will bring heaven to your soul.”
Anonymous
Read in Be Alive pages 23-28.
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