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John’s Gospel
Lesson 7: Jesus Satisfies Our Longings!	John 4:1-26
From last week’s reading, Wiersbe states that John the Baptist and Paul both agreed with each other in terms of the source of our gifts. 
Who do they say is the source of our gifts?
John referred to Jesus as the bridegroom. What does that make the church (Ephesians 5:22-33)?
Jesus testified about Himself. Wiersbe gives several reasons why we should heed his witness. List two:
Read verses 1-9. 
Why do you think Jesus left Judea and headed back up north to Galilee?
Jesus had to go through Samaria. Samaria was the capital of the northern kingdom, called Israel. The nation of Israel was divided into two nations after Solomon’s reign. The northern kingdom was known as Israel, and the southern kingdom as Judah. The name, Samaria, came to refer to the whole region. The northern kingdom was taken into captivity by the Assyrians in 722 B.C. Read 2 Kings 17. In 2 Kings, we learn that some of the Jews were deported from Israel to Assyria. Then, the King of Assyria brought foreigners into the land and settled in the towns of Samaria. Over time these foreigners intermarried with the Jews who had been left behind. Thus, the Samaritans of Jesus’ day were a mixed race. These new settlers brought their idolatrous religion with them and corrupted the Jews. The Jews of Jesus’ day looked down upon the Samaritans. In fact, many of the religious Jews would not even walk through Samaria but would take a longer route when they were traveling from Judea to Galilee. Jesus, on the other hand, went straight through Samaria. 
Why do you think Jesus went through Samaria rather than walking around it?


What time of day was it when Jesus sat down by the well?
How did Jesus feel physically, and what does this tell you about him (John 4:2; 
Hebrews 4:15)?
Why do you think this woman came at this time of day to do her chores (Genesis 24:11)?
Give two reasons why the woman was so shocked that Jesus spoke to her (Luke 7:39).
What does Jesus’ approach to this woman convey about God (2 Chronicles 19:7; 
Luke 20:21)?
Read verses 10-13. 
What did Jesus promise to give the woman if she would only ask for it?
What is the gift of God (John 3:16)?
Read Luke 11:9-13. According to verse 10, what is the only requirement necessary to receive this gift?
What does the Bible mean by “living water” (Psalm 36:9; Isaiah 55:1; Jeremiah 2:13; 17:13; John 7:37-39; Revelation 21:6; 22:17)?
Describe the “water” that the world offers (Jeremiah 2:13—broken cisterns).
The woman did not recognize who Jesus was. All she saw was a man who had no means of getting the water because the well was deep and he had nothing with which to draw. Why could she not see who Jesus was (2 Corinthians 4:3-4)?
Jesus patiently answered this woman’s questions. What did He tell her would be 
the result of drinking the water from this well? Relate this to pursuing the things of 
this world.
What did He tell her would be the result of drinking the water that He offered to her (Isaiah 12:3; John 7:38)? Relate this to receiving Jesus into your life by faith today?
Read Acts 17:24-28. Paul states, “For in him we live and move and have our being.” Augustine said, “Oh God, You made us for Yourself and man’s heart is restless until it rest in You.” Explain what both Paul and Augustine came to recognize as truth once 
they trusted in Christ and relate this to the offer Jesus made to this woman.
At this point, the woman does not appear to have been clear on the matter of spiritual transformation. Jesus had spoken to her about the water of eternal life, and she seemed willing to accept it, but no conditions had been stated. As with any lost sinner, this woman needed to understand two crucial issues before she could receive the living 
water of eternal life—namely, the reality of her sin and His identity as Savior.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  John MacArthur, Jr., The MacArthur New Testament Commentary John 1-11, (Chicago: Moody Press, 2006). 146.] 


Read verses 15-20. 
What kind of water did the woman think Jesus was talking about?
Why do you think Jesus asks her about her husband?
What is her response?
Then, how does Jesus point out her sin?
Read Isaiah 55:6-7; Matthew 9:12-13; Acts 3:19-20; and I John 1:9. Jesus did not come to save the “righteous,” but to save sinners. Explain. What must a person recognize about oneself before one can turn to Christ for salvation? 
In verse 19, who does she think Jesus is?
Why do you think she now asks Jesus about worship?
Read verses 21-26. 
Having been convicted of her sin and need for forgiveness, and having repented and agreed with Jesus’ indictment, the woman wondered where she should go to meet God and seek His grace and salvation. Since Jesus was obviously a prophet of God, she reasoned that He would know, so she said, “Our fathers worshiped in this mountain, and you people say that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship.” Her comment highlighted one of the major points of contention between Jews and Samaritans. Both believed that under the old covenant God directed His people to worship Him in a specific location (cf. Deuteronomy 12:5; 16:2; 26:2). The Samaritans, accepting only the Pentateuch as canonical, chose Mount Gerizim. It was at nearby Shechem that Abraham first built an altar to God (Genesis 12:6-7), and it was from Mount Gerizim that the Israelites proclaimed the blessings of obedience to God’s commandments (Deuteronomy 11:29). The Jews, accepting the complete Old Testament canon, recognized that God had chosen Jerusalem as the place where He was to be worshiped (2 Chronicles 6:6; cf. Psalm 48:1-2; 78:68-69; 132:13).
Jesus’ unexpected reply was that the issue would soon be irrelevant. In the near future, true worship would take place neither in this mountain (Gerizim) nor in Jerusalem. During the Jewish revolt against Rome a few decades later (A.D. 70), the temple at Jerusalem would be destroyed, and thousands of Samaritans would be slaughtered on Mount Gerizim. More significantly, the new covenant renders all external ceremonies and rituals, whether Jewish or Samaritan, obsolete.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid. 148.] 

What was Jesus’ response to the woman regarding worship?
What did Jesus mean by saying, “Salvation is from the Jews” (Genesis 49:10; Isaiah 11:1-5; Romans 3:1-2; 9:4-5)?
What does it mean to worship God “in spirit and truth?”
Read Isaiah 29:13; 48:1; Jeremiah 12:1-2; and Matthew 15:7-9. The Pharisees read the Scriptures thoroughly. They prayed out loud for the entire world to see. They appeared righteous and spiritual in the sight of men. What do you think it was about their worship that the Lord actually despised? Relate this to much of today’s worship of God.
The woman responds by saying, “I know that Messiah is coming” (Deuteronomy 18:18). Jesus then said to her, “I who speak to you am he.” The Lord’s response to her was, literally, “I that speak to you, I am!” Read Exodus 3:14 and John 8:58. What is the significance of Jesus’ response to her?
The story reached its powerful, dramatic climax in Jesus’ reply, “I who speak to you am He.” He had avoided such a forthright declaration to the Jewish people (cf. Matthew 16:20), because of the crassly political and militaristic expectations they had for the Messiah; they hoped for someone who would lead a revolt to throw off the yoke of the hated Romans (cf. John 6:15). The faith of this Samaritan woman, on the other hand, was not obstructed by such self-styled misconceptions (as her response in v. 29 indicates). The word He is not in the original text. Our Lord actually said, “I who speak to you am.” Here is another one of the “I am” statements that are so common in this gospel (cf. 8:58). Twenty-three times our Lord says, “I am,” and seven times adds rich metaphors (cf. 6:35, 41, 48, 51; 8:12; 10:7, 9, 11, 14; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1,5).
Jesus’ words must have rocked the woman to the core of her being. The man who just a few minutes earlier had made a simple request for a drink of water now claimed to be the long-awaited Messiah. Unlike Nicodemus, she knew nothing of any signs and miracles Jesus had performed. But merely because of what He knew about her the woman did not doubt the veracity of His claim. That was great, God-given trust. Indeed, she went and proclaimed it in the village, a fact that strongly suggests that she had genuinely come to saving faith.
Jesus’ conversation with the woman at the well illustrates three nonnegotiable truths about salvation. First, salvation comes only to those who recognize their desperate need for spiritual life they do not have. Living water will be received only by those who realize that they are spiritually thirsty. Second, salvation comes only to those who confess and repent of their sin and desire forgiveness. Before this promiscuous woman could embrace the Savior, she had to acknowledge the full weight of her iniquity. And third, salvation comes only to those who embrace Jesus Christ as their Messiah and sin bearer. After all, salvation is found in no one else (cf. 14:6; Acts 4:12).[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Ibid. 150.] 


This woman had to be confronted by her sin. She needed to hear Jesus’ testimony. You have been given the testimony of God, the Bible. Are you willing to turn from your sin and ask Jesus for the gift of living water? If so, why not do so now!
Read in Be Alive pages 46-50.
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