A Great Light Has Dawned!
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7: 2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. 
[bookmark: _Hlk501184928]6 For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given: and the government will be on his shoulders.  And He will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

7 Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.
John 1:5  “The LIGHT shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.”
THREE TRUTHS concerning this LIGHT:
I. God sent a witness to testify before this light appeared!    Look at verses 6-9
6 There came a man who was sent from God, his name was John. 7 He came as a WITNESS to TESTIFY concerning that LIGHT, so that through him all men might BELIEVE. 8 He himself was not the LIGHT, he came only as a WITNESS to the LIGHT. 9 THE TRUE LIGHT that gives LIGHT to every man was coming into the world. 
This John is obviously John the Baptist. 
Malachai 3:1 says, “See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the Lord Almighty.”
· Notice here in this verse it is the Lord Almighty who is speaking, and he says, “I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me.” 

· In this verse it is the Lord Almighty who is speaking, and he says, “I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me.” The Lord Almighty is the same One who spoke to Moses in the burning bush. He is the same One speaking to Malachai and announcing that a messenger will precede Him and announce His coming.
In John 1:29 John the Baptist says, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.” 
· The Greek word from which we get the word witness is μαρτυς. So many of the early followers of Jesus, including 10 of the 12 disciples were martyred for their testimony that the word μαρτυς came to mean, “one who bears ‘witness’ by his death! 
2 Corinthians 5:20 says, “We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making His appeal through us.
II. This TRUE LIGHT gives LIGHT to every person! 
	John was sent by God to testify concerning the TRUE LIGHT. “The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world!” This is a big statement! 
A. Why does John write “the true light?” Why doesn’t he just say, “the light!” 

· Sadly, ever since Satan appeared in the garden as a beautiful serpent to deceive the woman, there have been countless thousands upon thousands of false lights attempting to deceive the world. These false lights often appear as attractive, sincere, articulate and intelligent religious leaders.
Acts 20:26-31  “Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which He bought with his own blood. I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears.”
2 Corinthians 11:13-15  “For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerading as apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. It is not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions deserve.” 
MAKE SURE YOU ARE ATTENDING A BIBLE TEACING CHURCH THAT POINTS TO THE TRUE LIGHT!
Verse 9 says, “The true light that gives light to every man!” 
· Notice that John uses the word ‘light’ seven times in verses 4-9. SEVEN TIMES! Why? Because light is so important to the world. Without light we would all die. More importantly, without the TRUE LIGHT that has come into the world, we would all die eternally. That is, no one would ever be saved. 

B. All unbelievers will one day stand before Christ and have no excuse for their lack 	of faith because the true light that has come into the world gives light to everyone. 

Romans 1:18-20: “The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is plain to them because God has made it plain to them. For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.”
· God also makes this light plain to us in our consciences. 
Romans 2:14-15: “(Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things required by the law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do not have the law, since they show that the requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their consciences bearing witness, and their thoughts now accusing, now even defending them).
· The ‘moral law argument,’ says, “Every person who has ever been born has a conscience which bears witness that certain things are wrong. Therefore, since every person has a moral law within, there must be a MORAL LAW GIVER! 

· God’s revelation of Himself both in creation and in our conscience is known as universal or general revelation. Deep down inside everyone knows that God exists. And even though millions of people suppress this truth, they will still be held accountable. 

· Particular or specific revelation: This revelation comes by the gospel of Jesus Christ! When Jesus came into the world as the true light He came as the personal revelation of God. Moreover, He has given us by His Spirit the written WORD which also reveals Jesus as the one true God! 


· Tragically, countless millions of people who lived at the time of Christ and who 	have heard the gospel since then, reject Jesus as the way and the truth and the 	life.
10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.
John 5: 39-40 “You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life.” 
Luke 19:41-44: As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it and said, “If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes. The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God’s coming to you.”  
Warning: Don’t be like the Jews who studied the Scriptures but refused to come to Jesus to have life!
III. The true light shines through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.
A. We are not born as children of God. 

· We are all born God’s enemies, and we live under His wrath until something wonderful happens. 
John 3:36 “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath REMAINS on him.”
Romans 5:10 “For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!
	What do we all need to be saved from? The wrath of God! We must be reconciled to God! What does it mean to be reconciled? It means to “put an end to the hostility that exists between enemies!”
	B.	To be reconciled to God we must receive Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior by 			believing in Him. 
J.C. Ryle says, “To receive Christ is to accept him with a willing heart, and to take him as our Savior… To believe on Christ with the heart, is to receive him, and to receive him is to believe on him!”[endnoteRef:1] [1:  J.C. Ryle, John Vol 1, Expository Thoughts on the Gospels, (Edinburgh, UK: The Banner of Truth Trust, 2015) 15.] 

Romans 10:9-10, 13: “That if you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved…for, everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
C.	Salvation is totally the work of God! 
13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.	 
Ryle says, “The birth here spoken of is the new birth, or regeneration, that complete change of heart and nature which takes place in a man when he becomes a real Christian. It is a change so great that no other figure but that of birth can full express it. It is as when a new being, with new appetites, wants, and desires, is brought into the world. A person born of God is ‘a new creation: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new’ (2 Cor. 5:17).”[endnoteRef:2] [2:  Ryle, 16.] 

	What do we learn about this new birth: 
1. No one can save himself! 
2. Only God can save a man! Look at the end of verse 12: But born of God! Salvation is totally the work of God!
Ryle says, “Believers become what they are solely and entirely by the grace of God. It is to God’s free grace, preventing, calling, converting, renewing, and sanctifying, that they owe their new birth. The are born of God, or, as the third chapter says distinctly, ‘born of the Spirit.’”[endnoteRef:3]  [3:  Ryle, 16.] 

Ephesians 2:8-9 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast!”
Romans 8:14-17: 14 “…those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship (or adoption). And by Him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ,..”
