When The Wine Runs Out!
John 2:1-11
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The First Miraculous Sign! 		Verse 11
The Greek word translated here as “sign” is σημειον (sẽmeion) which refers to a sign or a token that distinguishes a particular person from others. The sign points the observer to something other than itself that is much more significant! 
Throughout John’s gospel, he will highlight SEVEN MIRACLES (SIGNS) to point his readers to eternal truth that is beyond the miracles themselves. These SEVEN SIGNS will reveal throughout John…
1. That Jesus is the Son of God who was sent from heaven, and,
2. That Jesus’ sole mission was to usher in the Kingdom of God.
All of these signs will tell us TWO THINGS about Jesus:
1. Who He is!
2. What He wants to do for us!
The Importance of Wedding Ceremonies!
Kent Hughes writes, 
The wedding celebration was considered to be the most grand event in life, especially among the poor. Typically, the Hebrew wedding ceremony took place late in the evening following a feast. After the ceremony the bride and groom were taken to their home in a torchlight parade complete with canopy held over their heads. They were always taken along the most circuitous route possible so everyone would have the opportunity to wish them well. Instead of a honeymoon, they held an open house for a week. They were considered to be king and queen and actually wore crowns and dressed in bridal robes, and their word was considered to be law. In lives that often contained much poverty and difficulty, this was considered the supreme occasion.[endnoteRef:1] [1:  Kent Hughes, JOHN THAT YOU MAY BELIEVE (Wheaton: Crossway, 1999), 60.] 

Two Questions about humanity: 
1. What is the problem that all of humanity faces? 	Verse 1-3
Background: In Hebrew culture when it comes to weddings, it is very important that there is plenty of food and wine for everyone to be able to consume as much as they desire. To run out of either is a huge breach of social etiquette which sometimes could lead to a lawsuit. This is how serious it was when Mary announces to her son, Jesus, “They have no more wine!” 
“Life without Christ is a life without wine.”—Kent Hughes[endnoteRef:2] [2:  Hughes, 61.] 

Wine is symbolic of joy!
Psalm 104:15  [The Lord] “makes wine that gladdens the heart of man!”
Ecclesiastes 9:7 “Go, eat your food with gladness, and drink your wine with a joyful heart, for it is now that God favors what you do.”
“Like these newlyweds, the universal experience of humanity, apart from Christ, is there comes a time when the wine runs out, when the joy and exhilaration of life are gone.”—Kent Hughes[endnoteRef:3] [3:  Hughes, 61.] 

The problem that all humanity faces is this: 
· Without Jesus there is no real joy!
· Without Jesus there is no relief from guilt and shame; thus, there is no peace!
· Without Jesus there is no relationship with God!
· Without Jesus there is no eternal life!
2. What is the only solution for humanity’s search for peace and joy and contentment? Verse 3 and 4!
Four observations to note:
1. Back in the 1st century, to address a lady with the word “woman,” was not at all disrespectful. It was actually endearing. 

2. In addressing his mother as “woman,” he was being respectful and at the same time he is making a point. She should no longer look at him as her son, but as her Messiah. This is the beginning point of Jesus’ public ministry. 

3. What did Jesus mean when he said, “Why do you involve me?” Apparently, scholars have had a difficult time translating this. 
 “It seems clear that Jesus was saying to his mother, ‘Don’t tell Me what to do in My earthly ministry. He was taking His directions from His heavenly Father. Ironically, however, after saying this to Mary, He proceeded to deal with the problem.”—R.C. Sproul[endnoteRef:4] [4: ] 

4. Why does Jesus say, “My time or hour has not come?” Because Jesus is on a divine schedule. She needs to let go of him knowing that He is about His Father’s business. 
Did you know that you can place yourself on God’s time schedule? All you have to do is surrender your life to Jesus Christ and then walk in obedience to His word. 
Proverbs 3:5-6  “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and He will make your paths straight.” 
Two important reasons Jesus performed his first miracle at a wedding:
1. Marriage was the very first institution that God established back in Genesis 2. Marriage serves as a picture of the intimate relationship that God wants to have with you and me. God created us to know him and to be known by Him. 
John 17:3 Jesus says, "Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent."
2. Marriage is a picture of people celebrating life and experiencing great joy. Jesus came into the world—to give us all the opportunity to experience peace, joy and soul-contentment. 
John 10:10 Jesus says, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full!”
An abundant life!		Verses 5-10
· The servants: A lesson about obedience!
We all need to do whatever Jesus tells us to do immediately and completely. How do we know what Jesus is telling us to do? By reading God’s word every single day. Then, we are to trust and obey for there’s no other way to be happy in Jesus but to trust and obey. Obedience is the path to joy, peace and soul-contentment. 
· Not just any wine, but the best wine. 	Verse 10
What does this tell us about Jesus in that He turned water into not just any old wine, but the best wine—the finest of wines? 
	This is what He wants most for you and me. A changed life! And He is the only One who 	can change it? So, how does this happen?
John 1:12: “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, He gave the right to become children of God!” 
2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”
Ephesians 3:20-21 “Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen!”
John 16:33 Jesus says, “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world!” 
What does it mean that God will “do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work within us!” 
· By His Spirit, the Lord will live in us and give us the power to be overcomers. To overcome evil! To overcome darkness! To overcome temptation! To overcome trials, sufferings and hardships. 

· By His Spirit, the Lord will give us peace, joy and soul-contentment through it all!
Philippians 4:4-7 “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus!”  
· By the Spirit, the Lord will give you what all humanity needs to endure this dark, evil world: HOPE!
Romans 5:2-5 “And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom He has given us.”
		THE BEST IS YET TO COME! 	Revelation 19—the Wedding Supper of the Lamb!
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